
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Hydrant flushing enhances water quality by flushing senƟment from the mainline pipes, verifies the proper 

operaƟon of hydrants and valves, and maintains firefighƟng capability. 

If you see a hydrant being flushed on your street, avoid running water and using the washing machine or 

the dishwasher unƟl the flushing is complete. Sediment will be sƟrred up during the process causing parƟ-

cles to be more present.  

When a hydrant is opened it sƟrs up iron and other minerals in the main water lines, which causes discolor-

aƟon and fine sediment parƟcles to appear. There is no health hazard associated with discolored water. Al-

low a few hours for the discoloraƟon to dissipate. To verify water is clear, run 

cold-water through a tap in your home for a few minutes.  

shut the water off and wait several minutes if you encounter 

discolored water. 

 run cold water for a few minutes to allow new water to work it’s 

way into your pipes. If sƟll discolored wait several minutes before 

trying again. 

wash laundry or run your dishwasher unƟl the water runs 

clear. 

check water quality with hot water. 


